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In the spring of 2014 we decided to visit the Maldives during our Indian Ocean
transit, this was not a spur of the moment decision as the Indian Ocean transit
had been foremost on our minds since leaving Australia. There were several
pressing problems associated with this ocean crossing and many of those were
fluid in their nature.

There was the Pirate Situation, which appeared to be much improved from the
previous year and that year was a vast improvement on what had gone before.
Nearly every country bordering the Red Sea route was some sort of turmoil and
there was a chance that the Suez Canal could once again be closed. However,
we had met several boats headed to the Red Sea and many of those weren’t
even looking towards Oman or a ‘convoy’, they were prepared to go directly.

The BIOT had brought in some tough new regulations for the Chagos
Archipelago with demands to prove both Personal Health Insurance and Boat
Insurance with ‘Wreck Removal Coverage’; This in an ocean where getting any
sort of insurance was becoming increasingly difficult.

In the previous Cyclone Season, a late TRS had ripped across the Equatorial
South Indian Ocean in mid-May whilst the SE Trades had set in firmly round
the north tip of Madagascar by the end of May...... it was all food for thought
on the weather front.

Reports from the Maldives had not been favourable, lots of expense, lots of very
deep anchorages and all sorts of regulations as to what you could and could not
do.

Sri Lanka hadn’t made any improvements in the last twenty years; the yachts
were still getting funnelled into Galle and that place was even dirtier than it had
been in the past.

Going south wasn’t a great help as the Australians had put restrictions in place
on visiting both Christmas and Cocos. A whole load of boats had decided that
the Bali / SW Indonesia to Reunion / Mauritius route was the only thing
available to them.

I did a lot of research into how we were going to get our little boat across the
other side without getting our heads blown off along the way. We bought our
present boat to ‘gunk-hole’, not to make great ocean passages; we have shallow
draft and move well in light airs. We felt that if we could ‘cruise’ the Maldives
rather than make a fleeting visit, we could (almost) justify the costs.

When you have decided to cruise in the Maldives, the first step you need to take
is to select an agent; as we intended to start our cruise in Uligan, the northern
most clearance port; we contacted Asadulha Mohamed directly, although the
company with which he works can be found on and contacted through the
internet: “Real Seahawks Maldives”.

The regulations and costs are in a state of flux and it is best to have your agent
lay out all the costs in detail before you sign up. The following points however
should remain the same:



Clearance can be taken at Uligan (in the North), Male (in the middle) or Gan (in
the South) ....Gan is also known as Addu Atoll.

Where ever you clear, it is very efficient and is over in very quick time
HOWEVER, for this to happen you must be ‘in contact’ and keep your ETA.
You can of course arrive without having contacted an agent or advance
warning; you will still be warmly received but DO NOT expect that you are
going to get away with anything any cheaper...... in fact it is best and cheapest
to contact an agent in advance, even if you only intend to stay a couple of days;
best to have a clear quote on what your costs are going to be, before you arrive.

The only places you can’t go are Resorts where they don’t want you....This is
difficult as you don’t know in advance. Most resorts are quite friendly so long
as you don’t anchor right out front or in their snorkelling spot! If you just
anchor a convenient distance off and then dinghy over to see what the score is,
most times you will be welcome. We have been warned that going into the
many Small Boat Harbours can also present some problems, they are not used to
having yachts in their midst, in theory there should be no charges as this is all
part of the cruising permit; in practice however they may want to charge and
this can be upwards of US50/night as that is what they get from the Safari
Boats. This is one of the reasons you need a good agent!

The longer you stay in the Maldives, the cheaper it is, as your costs are
averaged out over the longer period. This especially works well now that you
get a Three Month Visa on arrival. Boats doing the seven /ten day special end
up paying about US$28/day and for us doing about fifty days it was about
US$20/day. Not cheap, by any standards; especially considering what amenities
you get! They are trying to bring the costs down and have done so to some
degree

The Maldives covers a large area thus you should think of having at least two
months if you wish to do it all with some degree of leisure. If you try to do the
whole thing in less than a month, you will spend most of your time at sea
sailing, or worse...motoring!

The whole chain is subject to the vast mass of the Indian Ocean, which has for
eons been rushing past in various directions dependent upon the seasons. We
cruisers only have to worry about the NE Monsoon Period as no sane boat
owner is going to remain here for the SW Monsoon. There are a few that will
visit late and arrive in the transition months of late March through to May.

If you intend to do the group late in the season, you will have much more
difficulty in getting south. Arriving March 2™ in Uligan we had NE winds
through to 3.5 degrees North on the 1% April...after that the wind was in the N
going W for a while but as April progressed and we got to the south end of the
chain it was SW and often S. ..... In Mid to late April the wind can still go N of
W but it gets less frequent as time passes; I would advise arriving as early as
you can!



Most people will be trying to combine a visit to the Maldives with a visit to
Chagos as they head either for Madagascar or Mauritius, In my opinion the best
time to head to Chagos is sometime after the 18th of March, The main reason
for this is that you can only get four weeks in Chagos (Max) and you don’t want
to be pulling out of there before the middle of April due to the risk of
hurricanes. If you are headed south to Mauritius it may be better to be a couple
of weeks (at least) later in the season to be sure of not getting caught out; on the
N Madagascar run you can always retreat northwards (get N of 6S) to avoid
any TRS that forms to the east of you and goes west....

The Maldives is very little land mass and a lot of reef, it has some of the best
diving in the world and lots of beautiful areas to snorkel; if you are into that sort
of thing, this is a wonderful place to be.

It will probably remain a playground for the wealthy, with swank resorts and
spars; people fly in on private jets and lots of big yachts come down from the
Med. for the northern hemisphere winter period. Saudi Princes sequester three
resorts at a time and bring their own luxury yachts and a hospital ship (just in
case).....

However, the local people are not all into ‘five star luxury’, so if you avoid the
resorts and spars and are prepared to rub shoulders with the locals, it’s not much
more expensive than Europe; in fact many things were cheaper!

We ate in the local restaurants and had good food and great service for +/- US$6
including coffee, most things were available and whilst I wouldn’t want to store
up here....you could do and it wouldn’t cost that much more than Thailand

SO....there’s something for everyone!

Communications here are first rate and not expensive by any standard,
when you arrive you should get hooked up; our agent in Uligan had SIM cards
waiting for us and we were immediately connected. Expect to use your Pad or
whatever for Google Navigation (see ‘Navigating the Blue Dot’ through our
blog). We found this tool indispensible as the charts (and most electronic charts)
leave a lot to be desired!

There are plenty of offices for the Communications Companies and getting ‘top
up’ or extensions was not a problem.



THE WEATHER:

In general, the weather in the Maldives during the NE Monsoon period is very
settled with light winds, The ITCZ is way to the south, giving grief to the
Chagos Group.

However, on occasions the ITCZ wafts up to the north bringing some thundery
rain with associated squalls to the southern islands and occasionally a blob of
unsettled conditions will squeeze through to the south of Sri Lanka bringing
fresher conditions and a few squally rain showers to the northern islands. This
may happen for a few days but then it clears up quickly.

The really good news is... you have to try very hard in the Maldives to be
without good internet signal, they have a lot of 4G and lots of towers beaming
signals all over. With the great phone and internet services and very reasonable
in prices, you won’t want for a weather forecast!
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GETTING HERE:

Most cruisers will come from Sri Lanka or Thailand and normally this is a good
trip in reaching conditions. When the NE Monsoon is well established, there can
be more wind and more swell than you’d expect but it does make for a faster
passage. It can be a crawl to get out to the Andaman Islands but it fills in soon
west of there. Sri Lanka casts a big wind shadow way out to the west but it also
funnels the NE Monsoon so that it rushes at a great rate between it and India.

It can be difficult to know where to be but a careful study of the current weather
map should help you position your boat in an advantageous position.
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ABOVE can be seen the situation with the NE Monsoon winds blowing fresh...
Note that the stronger winds and the rain / squalls tend to be in a band going
East to West.

In short, if you leave from Langkawi or south and head west for the bottom of
Sri Lanka, you’ll have a rotten trip in squalls, poor visibility and tons of
shipping. If you go north up to Buffalo Bay on the Myanmar Boarder and head
towards the SE of Sri Lanka (well above the shipping lanes), you’ll have much
better weather and hardly any traffic.

The current rips around the bottom of Sri Lanka on the edge of the continental
shelf, you can use this to get you round to Galle or to sling you down to the SW,
across the traffic lanes, before taking up a course for the Maldives.

NOTE: there is a Traffic Separation Scheme operating along the south coast of
Sri Lanka and you need to be in the Inshore Zone but bear in mind that a large
percentage of ships are moving in towards the coast at Galle where they embark
or discharge armed personnel used on the Indian Ocean Crossing. This is a big
operation, runs night and day and has a lot of powerful launches zipping back
and forth between the ships and the shore. Be Aware!!

Because of the traffic it 1s best to hug the coast once abeam of Dondra Head and
sneak into Galle using the southern channel. When leaving Galle for the
Maldives, you should start early and head SSW as fast as you can, so as to be
south of all the shipping lanes before nightfall. This has the added benefit of
keeping you out of the wind-shadow.....If headed for Uligan, stay south for a
while or you’ll sail right back up into the windless zone.
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Note.... The green areas are not “Traffic Separation Zones”, that scheme is
further east; south of Dondra Head. The above just shows where most of the
shipping ‘should’ be going....You can see our track as we work across it almost
at right angles.

Once south of the lanes we turned west and had
a good sail across to Uligan, seeing very few
ships or fishing boats along the way.

The Current rips to the west and accelerates
between the islands of the Maldives and in the
lagoon passes. Be aware that you are quickly
upon the islands so don’t get off your line!

Apart from obvious dangers, the waters around
Uligan are fairly clear so approach may be made
from various directions.
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We had no problem locating a great anchorage or clearing in....SEE: “ULIGAN
PORT OF ARRIVAL”
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OUR ANCHOR POSN: 07 05.000N 072 55.174E
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Too much current
coming around here

There was room for four cruising boats in the big clear patch of sand where we
anchored and you could get six feet draft in without any difficulty. We did
check out the southern anchorages and MAYBE you could anchor there in a
Strong Nly.. but otherwise there seemed to be too much current for my liking!
There were a couple of shops, some basic provisions, Post Office, wash water
from the village well. Fuel can be arranged. The agent had SIM Cards for us
and we were quickly up and running on a great internet / phone service.
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Once we’d walked around Uligan a
few times, we’d seen everything. We
received excellent hospitality but
there is a lack of things to do ashore.
The waters around the anchorage
were teaming with fish and the coral
was in good shape.

If here for only a few days, it is
possible to take a ferry across to the
more populated islands of
TIhavandhoo or Hoarafushi, we were
more interested in getting out into the
B islands and finding some nice
Iaumhaa?indhﬂﬂ B anChorageS

Over in the NW corner of the Atoll is Wagaru. In
winds between North and West, this could make a
lovely anchorage as you can work into crystal clear
water with depths to suit your draft. The small
clumps of coral are easily visible on the white sand
bottom.

Locals come across to fish and gather coconuts but
in general its quiet. There is a great sand-spit where
kids could have fun in safety.

Gowaafushi

A nice easy five miles south of Uligan
was Gowaafushi, an uninhabited little
speck of an island where we thought
we could play Robinson Crusoe for a
while. It was OK for a night but the
swell hooked around the island making
it a little bouncy....Some great
snorkelling and plenty of fish....
ANCHOR: 07 00.674 N 072 55.087E
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In NE to SE conditions it should be
possible to find a spot on
Gaamathikulhudhoo as shown in an

APROX POSN:
07 02.34N 072 58.80E.....

THIS POSN IS A ROUGH GUIDE!

Thavandhoo may be
worth a visit by ferry
but the small boat
harbour 1S not
available or suitable
for yachts.

lhavandhoo
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Next day we went looking for a better anchorage, we really wanted the boat still
for a while! There wasn’t much left in the northern atoll where we could have
anchoring depth without being on a lee shore so we moved to the next atoll
south. This leg turned out to be a ‘motor-sail’ as it was hard on the wind in very
light airs with a strong current running to the west. Kelaa Kandu was an easy
pass and the mark to starboard had a light. There was a large sandy spot on the
reef at the western end of Kelaa Lagoon and it seemed that just to the south of it
there was enough water to get across into the lagoon; also on the southern edge
there was a pass marked with (lighted) stakes. Navionics, Blue Charts and
CM93 were all out here but we had great internet coverage and Google maps
were clear and spot on.

WE WERE NOW ENTERING NORTH THILADHUNMATHEE ATOLL and
our objective was DHAPPARU. It looked perfect on the Google Maps and it
was. The Pass was wide and deep and there were only a few big surface
bommies between us and the anchorage and everything was clear to see.

There was a small fisherman’s dwelling and a dock up in the NE corner but we
rarely saw much life over there.....in the meantime we had peace, quiet and a
nice steady boat. No Flies, No Mosquitoes, lots of Bommies to go swimming
on; we stayed almost a week relaxing and unwinding....we should have stayed
longer!
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DHAPPARU

Anchor Posn:06 54.949N 073 13.782E

It was almost paradise but... when we went ashore to cut up our old genoa, the
beach was full of mosquitoes and we got well chewed!

With the NE Monsoon being the only show in town we decided to stick to the
Eastern side of the lagoons. They offered the most protected anchorages. If you
are into Diving, some of the Western Reef anchorages may be better for you.
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Dhidhdhoo looked an interesting place to visit and maybe pick up a few stores,
you may not get permission to spend a night but probably a few hours is all you
would need..... the way development is going there could be a whole new port
there by the time you arrive. This is the same all over the Maldives, land
reclamation, new harbours, new resorts, new airfields.....lots happening!!!
There is some anchorage in the pass just to the south of Dhonakulhi Island
Resort, however this is a rather swank resort and they may ask you to leave.....
Over on the western side, there were a couple of good possibilities depending
on the conditions,

Google SaHESS
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B .
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We didn’t go over the west side to try these, there seemed to be less of interest
to us over there...... Some good looking anchorages though!

Google earth

Anchor in the channel
some current...

Drop™®n the |
hang off §
in the deep

Eastern Anchorages

RASFUSHI

Google éarth

Note the swell waves
This may only be good
in NE Monsoon

The Southern Anchorage

KANAMANA
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The next Island south with an anchorage was Baarah, with a well enclosed and
protected lagoon anchorage. We didn’t go in but it looked like the channel
would take 2mtrs or more judging by the size of local traffic we saw using it.
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The next island south was Hanimadu, which has the main airport for the
northern section, lots of tourists land here and are whisked away to their Resort
Vacations on the Fast Ferry / Launch Taxi which docks right next to the

terminal. It’s a smooth operation.

There is a Small Boat Hr. just
off the picture to the north.. not
available to yachts, Sometimes
Safari boats anchor off awaiting
guests.

It looked like there was a a good
chance of anchoring in a
reasonable depth down at the
southern end where you could
move into shallower water and a
sand bottom.

HANIMADU

MAIN AIRPORT FOR
NORTHERN E‘-ECTOFE‘_.' Jdt

P

s
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Our next stop was Nolhivaranfaru.... Another perfect anchorage for NEly
conditions, flat, clear water, lots of big sandy areas between scattered bommies
(all easily visible and most laying close to the bottom). We only saw one big
bommies that you could actually clunk on the way in and that was easily visible.
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We picked a spot where we would not be on top of the village, or in the way of
local boats and offshore enough that there were no bugs and the breeze was
uninterrupted. It was nice, it was quiet... and in twelve feet of water on a sand
bottom it was great for sleeping!

Our agent, Assad, had mentioned that we may like to visit Kulhudhuffushi as it
was the largest town in the northern region and had a harbour where we could
go alongside. Once we were ready to move down there, we gave Assad a call
and he fixed everything up.....the guys were all waiting on the dock to take our
lines when we arrived. This is a ‘commercial harbour’, however they don’t get a
lot of traffic and I’m sure they are keen to have someone paying something to
be on their nice new dock; it’s got to be better than having it empty! This works
out well for the yachts also, here is a place where you can leave your boat safely
moored, with security on the gate and walk into a nice little Maldives Town.
They don’t get too many tourists here so you can get a feel for real life Maldives
and we were quite impressed.
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KULHUDUFFUSHI HARBOUR 06 36.910N 073 03.965E

. Big Digi Antenae

Phone Comp HQ

‘-‘.., General Store

b Post Dffice
.
=1 .

T

PRl Statiea = i thm“

%

COMMERCIAL HR.

The first concern was “how much does this cost”... I feared the worst but was
pleasantly surprised as our dockage for the night worked out about U.S. $12 and
this was quite acceptable.... In retrospect we should really have stayed another
night to get some flavour of night life and eating ashore; it could have been
culturally rewarding!

There 1s a service station only a short distance from the dock and you could
easily lug a few Jerry Cans back and forth (but check they have Diesel in stock
first). They have a Saturday Morning Fresh Veg. Market just as you walk into
town (close) and when we were there, there was quite a nice selection and good
prices.... But don’t hesitate, it all goes quite fast! There were supermarkets,
hardware stores, electronics, electrics and computer stores, a Post Office and all
the phone companies were represented. They were putting a new ATM just
north of the Hospital (at the town end of the dock road). Otherwise there was an
ATM over the far NE of town close to the Big Communications Tower (and
Dhiraagu Office).
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We managed to lay between the fenders, just as
well, as the fenders seemed to be “well- B
greased”. I touched one with my rope and had |©
to clean up with Paraffin. Apart from that it was
fine and you can turn a container ship round in
the basin.. plenty of room.

You cannot use the North Harbour, that is full of
ferry traffic.. The white area on the plan is all
reclaimed land; 1t is the contents of the
commercial harbour basin, which was all
dredged out.

| At 15-16 Rufiyaa to the
| USD, these are not bad
prices in the local Café.
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OVER ON THE WEST SIDE there were a couple of anchorage possibilities
that looked interesting.... Please remember here, that I don’t have a windless

and don’t like anchormg in deep water.
B e MELLAIDHOD -
BHCHORAGE.

" HIRINAIDHOO 12

13

131

124 1z

1
KURIBL » e
T KUBURUDHOO | | NOLHIVARANFARU KANDUOLL

Bl T
e S, o \ ! NOLHIVARAMU
L] (2
w0 NOLHIVARAMU KANDUOLHI
] {ra i

w2 L ]
= % " KULHUDHUFFUSHI

‘
£ e in Mestbim g ciatbincial hasknn

101

11 : 50 - N ULHUDHUFFUSHEE

44 108 o
kumuwuq—\loc
2 108
KATTALAFUSHI sta

URIDHOOUTHURU KANDU ™
B

From N to S:

Home of these iz GREAT but in the
right conditions, they are places you
could hang off.....
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Short term dive spois

Gﬁﬂgle earth

KUDAMURAIDHOO has a couple of places

Again this is mainly for settled
conditions however at the western
end it may be possible to work up
into shallower water and anchor in
sand between the bommies (for NEly
weather only).

In settled NEly....
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On the eastern end of Milaa Faru there is an interesting Lagoon with anchoring
possibilities... the only question is... can you get in. It looks possible but you’d
have to take a dinghy for a look see; it could be worth it!

E- .80
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Just a little further south, there are a couple of possibilities at ADHARAN
FARU Posn: 06 35.0N 072 54.3E

Coogle earth

/Hang off in Wiy

S ~ Hang off in NEly

=, T

AGAIN... it’s something but not great...you may love it though if you are into
diving. ME...I made sure to do this in the NEly Monsoon, went down the other
side of the Atoll and found some really secure anchorages.

Further south, one cruiser reported finding an anchorage in 26ft between
Kanditeem and Goidhoo. At Approx. Posn: 06 25.67N 072 55.028E.

And further south on Fushifarurah there was a possible lagoon entry for the very
shallow and more venturesome at Appox. Posn 06 22.619N 072 55.422E

SEE PAGE 37 FOR
DETAIL....
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Back on the Eastern Side of the Atoll we decided to make a big jump south;
a light NEly breeze, conditions were perfect to go outside the lagoon, put the
vane gear on and have a couple of hours without having to look for bommies!
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As we came back into the Atoll we passed close by several islands, most of
them now have small boat harbours; some of them had quite large local fishing
boats and ferries in them. Nalandhoo looked like it was getting quite a large
harbour but it was still being built. Milandhoo has a quite a large harbour on the
southern end and it looked good for three meters depth, there may be room for a

visiting yacht but it looked quite busy.

There is a good possibility of ﬁning some achorae off Milandhoo, there
were some local skiffs moored just north of the harbour and some stakes
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marking a break in the reef; however it seemed to me that there was more
possibility of deeper water at the northern end of the long sandy beach.

We didn’t stop... our destination for the day was Farukolhu where Google
indicated we may find a way in to the N part of the lagoon.

MILANDHOO

Sorry but this is the best |

could get... If looki
anchor, I'd try goini _
the Morith end of the bea
(with great caution). &
@ |
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: 5 T he exit track with the waypoints is the better | deeper

Farukolhu

Anchor Posn: 06 11.822N 073 17.739E

The outer waypoint was : 06 12.0625N 073 17.5129E

The inner waypoint was : 06 11.9788N 073 17.6072E

After which you just dodge the bommies until you find a spot to drop your
anchor. You could bring 7ft draft in here at any state of tide without problems.
The Blue DOT is our anchor position.

Farukolhu =




33

This was one of those anchorages that make the Maldives special... we had the
distinct feeling that we were the first visiting yacht to ever anchor in this
lagoon. Now...that may not be true but it certainly felt that way!

All those boats crowded into the Caribbean anchorages.. yet here there was no
one, probably not another sailboat for fifty miles or so. I don’t think Chagos
will give more than here... a truly beautiful anchorage. Only in the NEly season
though! We did get a slight roll when the wind blew fresh out of the north but
that doesn’t happen very often... most of the time its glassy calm.

One advantage this lagoon has over a Chagos anchorage is that there is a small
town and a nice big harbour just a few miles away at Funadhoo. It is within
dinghy range if you have a fast tender.

118764 N TI* 150239 B - altdude B mi

T | Google earth

rrNarudhnﬂ

- F.'I:-!.kﬁr‘ldtlfll'_‘lu

w,

!
Eraruhalu

)

Lhaimagu*

Large Hr Furl
\ Funadhoo
N\

Beautiful but
could not get
in due fishing
hets across

the entrance oot coone g
Data SI0 . 2 Lallallk -G

ty, NGA, GEBC O
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A waypoint to get you off the entrance: 06 08.75N 073 17.00E
Before going in, you should have a chat with your agent on the phone......

Just a short distance south of Funadhoo is a perfect crescent shaped lagoon

At ERIYADHOO, we went for a look see as Google gave us a good chance of
getting in, unfortunately there was a
fishing net right across the entrance and it
did anyways look a touch shallow.

There were a couple of small sandy spots
amongst the coral outside and this looked
really great for snorkelling.

Somewhere between these two waypoints
you should find a spot in about 4-5 mtrs.

06 06.1370N 073 16.8141E
06 06.1167N 073 16.8225E
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FOR THE NEXT LEG PLEASE DO NOT FOLLOW MY TRACK..... you’ll
have to pick an alternate destination...We did the usual Google thing and went
to where we thought we could anchor... only to find it was a five star resort and
they were not too pleased that I anchored (in the only patch of sand) real close.
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There were two possibilities
over on the west ...

Someone anchored between
Kanditeem and  Goidhoo
reporting an anchor depth of
20-25ft.

There is also an opening onto
the bank near the south of
Fushifarurah and you may find
your way into a shallow clear
spot....
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Maybe some™.
> : anchoring
small boat Hr. 2 & possibilitiesbut |
E—— " wouldn’'t maje a
special trip to get
here!!!

ECoogles=t  FUSHIFARURAH
: _ APFROX: 06 22.35 072 55.2E
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ALSO CALLED GAAKOSHINBI |
APPROX POSN: 06 16.6N 073 00.6E \;-‘Milandhoo
CUT INTO LAGOON HERE.... COULD BE GOOD BUT C
DEPTH NOT KNOWN

arudhoo

F-1aké|1_c|udti

ﬂKII.‘-IrO“.,-;hi has a small boat hr. on S coast, not busy but a bit
small. also just west of the Hr. a shallow draft
boat may be able to get into a good anchorage
in NE conditions. Small village for provisions.

hang off spot in SWiy: Approx : 06 08.61N 073 02.37E
c?.heuimagu

Furpaadu
Funadhoo'

EI'".-h]r::-.t;hi
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Google e

Kk . | & ﬁ .
mmmtﬁstﬂlﬂh g O 008 TR e
really great and kids would love the )

sand spit...
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The Komandoo area has lots of possible
anchorages.. mainly in NW-SW conditions
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Moving further south, there wasn’t much on the west side after Komandhoo but
there are lots of possible anchoring spots in the middle and the Eastern side.

We had planned to go to the Hebadhoo area but the wind was Ely and we
decided to go south.....

could be very good in settled NEly
move into shallow water up close
to avoid swell




BOMASDHOO Approx posm: 0557-8M.073 20.7

KEDHIKULHUDHOO HR.




HEBADHOO
Approx Posn: 05 57.9N-073:23-5E
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Moving further south there are a lot of islands to hang off, however you
should remember that the Indian Ocean swells will still get right in here
and you should make sure to get a good sized clump of land between you
and the prevailing conditions.
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The west side of HUIVANI has great possibilities

G t.‘-m‘t_.ﬂe earth

L nﬂf)g 1€ eartn

(_m.og]e earth
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:Gmgla: .~-.rﬂ. 05 53N
073 19E

Dheefuram

05 53.254N Google earth
073 18.997E
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LLOOTIE 23rth
i)

KUREDHIVARU

05 52.4N 073 20.7E

Find this channel at
05 52.348N 073 20.956E

Best have a look at this in the dinghy first
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05 47N woogic ol LOAFARU
073 16E -

SEEMS TO HAVE
ANCHORING DEPTH
ALLROUNDS &W
COASTS

Looks like a good
spot to try first..
with dinghy access
to shore




wl e {_: i‘ =artn
" -‘5&\% 0031 83 M AALHENDHOO
o, Ry 5 54N 73 27E

GOOD HANG OFF
ANCHORAGES N & 5
ON WEST COAST.
GOOD SIZE BOAT HR
ON EAST COAST

Approx Posn:
05 53.790N 073 27.392E
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I.

LA
Magoodhoo

MAGOODHOO
05 46.6N 073 21.5E

Good hang off in NEly

Hang off
anchorage
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4

MILADHOO !
05 47.45N 073 21.56E

¥/

Hang off all round
but best is up in the
NW for Ely winds




54

HOLHUDHOO Googleearth
05 55N 073 16E

be sure you can
get your anchor
back here..lots of
coral

dinghy room only..
just a place to
visit and pick up
some provisions




LANDHOO
05 52N 073 27.5E

Not much room near the jetty ba
chance to-hang off the SW beach
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If headed south down the eastern side of the Atoll this
could be a good jump off point to the next Atoll. You get to
keep ‘the weather gauge’ as was said in days of yaw...

G :}D_SIE earth

MAAFARU

05 50.1N
073 27.7E

Plenty of
hang off
spots in
NEly winds

cut into
lagoon
anchorage

watch out for -'
bommies well : /"
off the reef pna i St aro

e




MAAFARU N END Google earth

Approx. anchor Posn:
05 51.852N 073 28.380E

come in carefully
from the West

Anywhere south of here to 05 41.45N should be good to
hang off in Ely conditions
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kLerg

VIHA FARU

05 41N 073 16E
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SORRY ABOUT
THE CLOUDS..
YOU'LL NEED TO
EYE-BALL THIS
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PART II
KANDOODHOO KANDU
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KANIFUSHI

The current rips through Kandoodhoo Kandu and there were plenty of swirly bits
going into the pass (Kur Kanduolhi) at Fehigili Island. Still it was not a problem
and once we got into the entrance it gave us a good push; because we still had the
NEly winds we stuck to the eastern side of the lagoon.

|
|
1= N5°32'6"

3°26'42" | E 73°27'18" | E 73°2|7'54" | E73°28'30"

N-5°30'54"

Data SI0, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO ‘ -“;§;-;-'=-
© 2013 Google | d

Image © 2014 DigidiGiobe | | GoOgleearth

Imagery Date: 1/18/2006 “§§ | 2001 5°32'00.62" N ?3128:3§.IS'L_FI_IeIe~.-' =1m Eye alts . 8.28 km
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OUTSIDE WPT: 05 33.6M 073 28.5E Google earth

INSIDE PASS WFT: 05 33.3N 073 28.6E X FEHIGII——I ; S

KUREDHDHOO.

I e £ 2014 DigitalGlobe

ONCE INSIDE THE EDGE OF THE REEF WAS EASY TO FOLLOW

there was some of this

yachis have anchored less than 10mtrs with

off the resort_. they sandy patches..looked

may have open door quite good.

pelicy here
Hang off anchorage
anywhere along the
sand here

WE WENT DOWN TO THIS NICE LOOKING SHALLOW WATER {10FT) ANCHORAGE Ei .

IT TURNED OUT TO BE VERT BOUNCY AND WE LEFT AFTER AN HOUR...
COULD BE GEEAT IN MORE SETTLED WEATHER?? BEST HAVE A BACK UP PLAN..




Im NE winds, if |
had another

chance, I'd try
for this clear
patch.. but
anywhere alomg
here would do

64

west of the Resort dock there
is pleaty of samdy shelf to
set yoar anchor between
coral beads (most of which
are mot a danger antil you
get close im to the reef).. it
wonld be good in N of NE
comditions.




We got right in
here to ten feet of

water, very nice,
very beautiful...
but bouncy even in
NEly conditions

anchor posn: 05 31.313N 073 30.130E

65

When  leaving  this
anchorage and going
south, you have to go out
around a bank and we

found that this bank
extended further west
than the electronic charts
indicated.

A Way-point of
05 30.5458N
073 29.3519E

will just clear it.

Fortunately there are plenty of other anchorages in this area. We jumped a lot of
them as I’d promised Paula a ‘none rolly’ anchorage and I was keen to deliver!!!
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Gn? garth
L |

F- bank extending westwards !!!

Hang off 05 30,1560 ——> ¥ ‘

Adventuresome??
check these two out

In settled NE-E conditions
you can anchor in sand here
and hang off. Great drift dive
or snorkelling in nearby
passes. Approx anchor posn:
05 30.156N 073 30,241E




What draft of boat
can get in here??
Could you be the
first??

FUSHIFARU
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IE 73'305 " | EZ3x31'30" | ENZ3532i600 L E 73°32'42" | E 73°33'18" | E 73°33'54" |E
- e A all s==— h = . Bt : N:S‘Zglsl e |

Image, Landsat |
Image © 2014 DigitalGlobe

gery Date: 4/10/2013 | % 2001 5°29'10.73" N 73°32'4466"E elev O0m

At the N end of GURADU there are some
spots between the bommies to drop and lay
back Approx Posn: 05 28.29N 073 33.06E
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There is likely fair
anchoring in mainly
sand 10-14 mtrs, to
the South of the jetty
at about 073 33.51E




N-5°27'54"

N-5°27'18"

e~ - ' : '

: ‘-@3 L - Google goes fuzzy
Y o) | Le -
i |over this side

b1 | NSi26dog

°33'18" | E 73°33'54" | E 73°34'30" |

E 73°35'6" | E 73°35'42 MVEI73k36:18" | E 73°36'54" | E 73°37'30" - E73°38'%6"

N-5°26'6" - | .. . FAADHOO
We went this way | - '
to a really great |

anchorage off

| Faadhoo |
-~ N5°25'30"
Data 510, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO

(<]

— -Image Landsat L
b Image © 2014 DigitalGlobe

Imagery Date: |4/10/2013 | 2001 5°26'36.40" N 73135'47_‘.}3" F:Ielw 0Om Eye alt 8.28B km ()

Approx Posn:05 27N 73 35E




5m

carrent

Approx Ancho posn: 05 26.91N 073 34.86E

For shallow draft and Adventuresome only...check ahead with din'-;hyE!




Anchor Posn:
05 25.865N 073 37.665E

note: at some time in the future this may become a resort %  Great anchorage in
= o e i » 12ft Sand...
: = well protected!
flat water!

FAADHOO

-,

couple of friendly guys‘
live in small house here. . ;
island caretakers,

most of the bommies we
could have gone over....
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RPECOPPAS KANDU ATOLL
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£188 4747
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121 o
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@ ALGAU / l - Track Menu Route @

We left Faadhoo at 0800hrs and were at anchor in Kaashidhoo by 1500hrs
sailing all the way: Dist. 35 miles.

In Ely conditions there are plenty of places to anchor on the N/S stretch of
Atoll to the south of Faadhoo.

The yacht SUNFLOWER
reported a great anchorage off a
nice beach where they could
swim ashore from the boat..

Posn: 05 24.769N 073 38.502E

RA' Further south near Mayyaafushi
there was a cut into the lagoon
marked with stakes..

Depths would need checking
before entry.
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my pick would be
S end of DIFFUSHI :i

Approx Posn:
05 22.88N 073 38.65E

._ql_.

There wasn’t much left on the E side of the Atoll and the S side only has two likely spots but they may have
A Dbarrier of coral to stop you getting your hook into the sand....but if the wind goes Sly this is the best on
offer!!! They are located E &W of OLHUVELIFUSHI which has a ‘small” Small Boat Hr.
The Western “possibility” is: Approx 05 17.1N 073 35.8E
The Eastern “possibility” is : Approx 05 17.4N 073 36.7E
GO WITH GREAT CARE!!
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OVER ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE ATOLL.......
WEST OF THE KUREDHDHOO RESORT ANCHORAGE
THERE ARE SOME NICE SPOTS FOR WLY CONDITIONS

KUREDHDHOO

RESORT P P

Anchorage
west of Resort
dock

Hinnavaru

very geod anchoring
possibilities im SW-NW
comditions




Kanifushi

76

Hinnavaru
3-10mtrs sand

between bommies.
watch for local
traffic using jetty
(at might)

Small Boat Hr
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=

FELIVARU

Small Boat Hr.

Large Fish Factory, unless you want
Tuna..best avoid.

APPROX ANCHOR POSH:
05 26.9375N

073 22.1573E

(thanks SUNFLOWER)

Best offer
is\up here
expect 18mts
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For us, The Western side of the Atoll didn’t seem to have very
much....especially in the NEly conditions that we were having. One yacht
went to GAAERIFARU and anchored in 55-60ft in sand at Posn: 05 28.87N
073 24.38E with a comment “Several Wrecks and old shipyard here... one
wreck the bow sticks up 30 - 40 feet another wreck to the SE about 50mtrs™
which may be great for Divers but didn’t appeal to me one bit!!

The yacht SUNFLOWER went to NAIFARU and anchored in Posn:

05 26.9375N 073 22.1573E reporting “Good anchorage but with current.
Fuel+ veg+ town close by” ... I believe it was over 40ft deep...???

Another boat anchored at NAIFARU giving an anchor posn :

05 26.25N 073 22.00E reporting “18 mtrs.... Large Village can get food, good
anchorage”......

NONE OF THE ABOVE APPEALLED TO ME AND I OFFER THE
FOLLOWING THAT MAY BE MORE REWARDING......
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Madivaru
good possibilities

of finding
shallower depth
in sand between
bommies

Approx Anchor @
05 27.5N

073 22.5E




THE WESTERN POCKET
Just about anywhere in here will

give protection from N through W
to SE...

&

Approx posn

05 22.7N
073 20.9E

¥ s, :h_ o b .'- :
{ '%1ri-3_¢3' . .
= o eKanifushi—

B




DHIDHDHOO

A great spot for anything from the south.
go in until you find the depth you want.
Posn Approx: 05 22.8N 073 22.8E

:0522.18 073 25.7E

MAAFILAAFUSHI

There is a ool into the
lagoon amd It is most
likely deeper tham Smtr

There was a joint MDF
and U.5. livefire
training cowrse that
took place here 2013.
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—

LHOSSALAFUSHI s

TWO REPORTED ANCHOR POSITIONS BY OTHER BOATS
05 18.06M 073 29.40 25-85FT SAND
05 18.0222N 073 29.54659E

THE LAST ISLAND BEFORE EXITING THE ATOLL TO THE SOUTH IS
MADUWAN AND IT LOOKS LIKE THERE ARE SEVERAL PLACES FOR
A ‘HANG OFF’ ANCHORAGE IN SWLY CONDITIONS, UP ON THE NE
CORNER.. IT MAY GET A LITTLE SWELL IN DEVELOPED WEATHER
SO I’'D BE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL TO HIDE
BEHIND!

FROM THE SOUTH END OF FAADHIPPOLHU
ATOLL YOU HAVE 17 MILES TO THE NEXT
ANCHORAGE AT KAASHIDHOO, WHICH 1
RECKON CAN CARRY 2.1 MTRS AT SPRING
LOW WATER.
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KAASHIDHOO .

Channel is well
marked, inner &
outer ends had
lights....

MASHIDHDO

.Ilﬂlﬂll POSN-04 57. ill- 073 27. 3!!5

SAl n.-|z.1m

siake

—_ to Small
Boat Hr

stake

mooring..or fish
pot...PA

o ® & all this dark stuff is weed in shallow water..
there wasa't that meach coral around !
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There is entry from the
north..it MAY be where
indicated. | saw local
boats coming to the
small boat Hr. from
there. Also saw lights
there so entry is likel
marked.. one Ioci__l"[ ,
workboat came in lat
evening and he al
about 5-6 fElIE

- mainly weed in shallow’
L-mater ;

From
P . KAASHIDHOO
| the next stepping
stone 1s
GAAFARU
T s some 13 miles to
o TN the south

876

GAAFARL KANDY
=18

g 167 '
5 1 1161
; HURL KA
o g gl NNIYAMMAS 4873
CGAs FARU GHANNEL 4 i v goz 1.2 “NM

a2

{ Mol 2ol

5
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Google earth

GAAFARU
04 44N 073 28BE

THIS COULD BE A NEAT PLACE TO EXPLORE
WE DEFINATELY DID NOT DO IT JUSTICE....
FIRST, WHAT WE DID.....

+Wpt. 04 46.8325N
073 27.8768E
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Google earth

F

THERE MAY BE SPOTS WHERE YOU CAN LAY TO A SINGLE ANCHOR, WE
HAD ONE ON THE BANK IN 8FT AND THE OTHER NEAR THE BOTTOM OF
DROP OFF IN 24FT JUST IN CASE THE WIND WENT ROUND...
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THE NW PASS AT

GAAFARU
IS CLEAR OF DANGERS....ITS JUST
IN THE WROMNG PLACE UNLESS YOU
HAVE WLY CONDITIONS...THERE

ARE QUITE A LOT OF BOMMIES TO
WATCH OUT FOR IF YOU TRANSIT
THE LAGOON.

In Wly conditions you could proceed through this cut and to the SW part of
the lagoon where there is a wide plateau of scattered bommies and some
anchoring spots in between... WARNING, there are some serious
bommies over in this section and a wall of them you have to get over
/around to reach anchorage, you should not go down here without good
light ....you’ll need to be here in theggorning before the sun goes west!

THIS IS A GUESSTIMATE OF
THE WAY INTO THE

ANCHORAGE AT GAAFARU

I AM SURE YOU WILL FIND A

MARKED CHANNEL AS MANY

FERRY BOATS GO THROUGH

HERE FROM MALE TO
KAASHIDHOO
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I AM CONVINCED THAT YOU COULD ENTER THE NE PASS IN THE AFTERNOON; GO ACROSS
THE LAGOON TO ANCHOR IN CLEAR SAND OFF GAAFARU... THEN EXIT TO THE SOUTH
THROUGH THE CUT WHEN READY.

IF YOU EXIT AS WE DID.... BE AWARE THAT WE PUSHED AT LEAST 2KTS OF ADVERSE
CURRENT TO GET AROUND THE EAST END OF THE REEF...

NORTH MALE ATOLL IS ONLY A FEW MILES AWAY AND YOU CAN SEE LATTICE LIGHT TOWER
AT THE WEST OF THE PASS BEFORE YOU CLEAR FROM GAAFARU.
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NORTH MALE ATOLL

4AGI PASSAGE
|
i

',1 1308
| KAGI KANDUOLHI

]
DEPTHS
[SEE LOWER Z00MS

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LUMP OF CORAL ON OUR
COURSE LINE WASN’T THERE..NAVIONICS

-
i

i

|
%
o
S

THE LATICE LIGHT TOWER AT THE PASS INTO N. MALE ATOLL
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DEPTHS 131" 4

SE0T
43 /
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WE WENT DIRECTLY TO ASDHOO AND HAD A GREAT SAIL IN A LIGHT BREEZE; IT
WAS INTERESTING TO SEE, AS WE PASSED EACH GAP IN THE REEF, WE WOULD
GET SET HEAVILY TO STARBOARD WITH THE STRONG WEST SETTING CURRENT.

iPad

RESORT
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iPad 1516

— “ASDHOO il e

ANCHOR POSH: 04 27.727M 073 39.351E

WE ARE THE BLUE DOT.. LAYING TO
ME BREEZE ON ONE ANCHOR

WE JUST C(LEARED THE BOMMIE

ON OUR PORT QUARTER

ALL THIS AREA
10FT DEEP AND
FREE OF BOMMIES

ASDHOO WAS A GREAT LITTLE ANCHORAGE, WE HAD
NO CONTACT WITH THE RESORT BUT THEY WOULD
PROBABLY WELCOME YOU... THIS IS A BUDGET RESORT
AND COULD WELL BE REASONABLE
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1
2
e il ; 3 £315
=FTLELEGELT IRUMATHEE |
. E%@_g&ELI[JEﬁﬂ
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approx posn: 04 38.7TN 073 32.5E




Helegeli A
Approx:04 3?.3!! 073 33.6E Al

AF

in NEly.. should
.- be able to get |

anchor into sand
‘and haog-otf

approx:04 36.59N 073 30.06E

Image © 2014 DigitalGlobe
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A VISIT TO MAA HAA REEF

a few bang-off
places in NEly
conditions

Maa Haa Reef
approx:04 36.8N 073 30.4E

Cuby/ pass
\

“ Bestt hang out in NEIs /
shallow draft can get P
onto the shelf. /‘

"4

OO

Maa Haa Reef .. The Cut: Approx 04 36.888N 073 30.016E

1 think most yachts
could miss the cut
altogether and

have no problems!

Maa Haa Reef

in SWly conditions this
would make a good
spot as swell bas more
reef to go over before
it gets to you....




Giox lglf: earth

REEF ANCHORAGE... Approx posn :
04 36N 073 25E

all alomg this wall is said
to be great diving...???
To be here, you either are
into diving or solitede!

Google earth

best entry to lagoon
iz to follow the
western wall.. but
there are a lat of
bommies!]!!
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04 40.8N 73 26.8E

7a

IN SETTLED CONDITIONS YOU
CAN WORK TOUR WAY INSIDE
THIS REEF, FIND SOME
PROTECTION FROM SEA AND
SWELL + SOME GREAT DIVING

note the swell getting right
over the reef in NW
conditions...?777

7¢

OLHUHALI

7

check this out




HIMMIYA FALHU REEF

04 35K 073 24E

for me, this looked the best of the

NW reef anchorages. Easy in/out.
really good in NE conditions. Sand
in reasonable depth over a big
area.

that would be
me with 4it draft ' -
and 2ft under the keel

a4pprox :
04 34.5N 073 24.2E
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Google earth e

a few people have reported anchorage at

MAKUNUDHOO ¥

Approx: 04 328N 073 24.2E

| looked...and
could not find
any great spots

"
'/
i

pochet

maybe they sell cheap beer?
maybe | mizssed something?

Sl il

SOUTH OF HERE, IT ALL HAPPENS ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE
ATOLL....ALL THE WAY DOWN TO MALE. THE FIRST SPOT IS
MEERUFENFUSHI, WHERE A FEW BOATS HAVE FOUND GOOD
ANCHORAGE.... HOWEVER THERE ARE SVERAL RESORTS CLOSE
BY AND YOU MAY GET BOTHERED IF YOU ANCHOR TOO
CLOSE....JET SKI, PARASAIL, WATER-SKI YOU NAME IT...WAKE
AND NOISE! BUT IF YOU WANDER AWAY FROM THE RESORTS
YOU MAY FIND PEACE!!!

SDHIFFUSHL &%
1
SN KANDU

.
::::::




MEERUFENFUSHI
04 27N |
07343E | |

5 Lﬂlphemjpjetehjlil)ﬁll draft |
tong | e R | |

.I;;,,z'.i_u e LIS BT E R SN ILE W
50148" | E 73°40'26.4" |E 73°40°52.32 [E7

\.f ¥ ¢

—N-4°27'11:52"

i 19-202%600g1E"
| Image |© 2014 DiTitaIGIObe

|
K here¢ would alsP be good
but more wakes

Imagery Date: 3/8/2011 % 2001 | 4°27'36.04" N | 73°41'39.72"Eelev -2 m 4 Eve"a‘lt 5.24 km_ )

A LITTLE FURTHER SOUTH OF THE ANCHORAGE MARKED ‘X* IS
DHIFFUSHI, A SMALL TOWN WHERE YOU CAN GET PROVISIONS
AND ALSO A FERRY INTO MALE. THERE IS A RESORT ON THE
ISLAND, A PLACE TO PUT THE DINGHY AND A COUPLE OF CAFE’S.

o

__'—_N..4V28|55..2" i N 3 ) 3 ML AN . 3 ‘, "
MEERUFENFUSHI 04 27N 073 43E

YOU COULD COME DOWN HERE DIRECTLY FROM GAAFARU
OR NORTH, OUTSIDE THE LAGOON. RN
IF COMING FROM INSIDE YOU MAY HAVE TO PUNCH A
STRONG HEAD CURRENT AND WIND IN NEly SEASON.
WATCH STRONG CURRENT ACROSS ENTRANCE.!!

E 73°41'18.24" E 73°41'44.16" ! E 73°42'

N 4°28'29.28" |«

STAY OVER TO THE
EAST AND HUG THE
DROP OFF UNTIL WELL
INSIDE THE LAGOON.
BEST IN 600D LIGHT!!

.

© 2013 Google . ‘é_
Image © 2014 DigitalGlobe '. GOO leea rth

Imagery Date: 3/8/2011 & 2001 4°28'33.21" N 73°41'39.76"E elev -3 m Eye alt  1.84 km \_j
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CGASFINOLHU (JETTY)
b w (JETTY)

L '-:IH:EEySH EE KANEM =

SFINOLHU /

Eaia

THULUSOHOO KANDLU

TER

184
F
4E3 //
___\__\_\—\__,_
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1 TO THE NORTH OF

THULUSDHOO KANDU

,f g
"ucoun ANCHORAGE +/-10mtr i

Thanks
Francois Tabourdeau
SV MEROE
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THULUSDHOO

KNOWN AS
COCA COLA ISLAND..

CUT +3mtr. Markeddn/out "8

you can find plenty

|:'1: -.:Inl-_.-hl.__'-‘f 5-F|I:I.'I5 here and Iightﬂ_d
between bommies |

Best Vi
anchoragéio

—_—

shallower down the
and

v .

A mmawmmcmm
Rﬂmrilnailaﬂnathdnd:[ . ith e 3

- the office)...cheapest around! Wit ’
Small Town, Basic Provisic

THULUSDHOO = well marked cut anchor up here to

£ s!"i’-“ S . stay out of ti‘m-..-.-a'_-.'_

A gnod spotin NE or Sw- a T e NEl winds

condations : : . | o N N .
m L ﬂ? '

% -,
---I - -—

If you go down the lagoon to anchor,
whilst most bommies are close to the J
bottom; there are a few closer to the

surface but they are easily visible in E !\
s e G & ¥



LSOOG ear
z P.A.:04 21.98N 073 37.38E O

WHEN THEY DID THE CUT FOR THE RESORT
AT GASFINOLHU THEY MADE ENTRY INTO THE
LAGOON AND GREATED THIS LITTLE SAND
ISLAND... A SHALLOW DRAFT BOAT MAY GET
IN HERE BUT THE RESORT MAY ASK YOU TO
MOVE...IF YOU GET AS FAR N AS POSSIBLE
MAYBE YOU'LL BEOK. .

e’

. _-.'l__.._ o
L ezaiaiagenet 1

Image < o oaialGlobe

LH'I]I'I,IF.I.!SHI JETTY
04.21.0N 073 36.87E

NOTHING HERE FOR A YACHT
AVYOID....

= 201 % Google

o __'.-I
S ta) Glogest Sdtiss
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3

KANIFINOLHU

04 21N 073 36.4E
DINGHY (CUT

ANCHORING UP
HERE REDUCES

- LHOHIFUSHI
MARKED, USED ; . JETTY
BY FISHING p -
BOATS

“THIS PASS.. 1T
LOOKS THE .
DEEPEST AND.
MOST USED | .

KANIFINOLHU NE PASS
04 20.95N
| 073 36.64E
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WARNING

YOU MAY WISH TO TRY GOING SOUTH DOWN THIS
LAGOON AND EXIT AT HURAA...OR JUST VISIT HURAA.

Just go carefully if you do as I’m not convinced that there is a good
channel running between the two cuts... It looks awful shallow
down there and just because fishing boats and ferries do it.....

Well, if in doubt exit the way you came in or check it out with the
dinghy.

s00gle earth

R
AT"I OF PARASAIL,
WATER-5KI AND OTHER

ACTIVITIES !
RESORT _'

* FERRY BOATS AND
FISHING BOATS (SOME
LARGE) RUN UF AND

DOWN HERE INSIDE THE
LAGOON =
s -
ma




MARKED IN & OUT
LIGHTED

N3
NOT SURE WHAT HAPPENS HERE-GUT
,» LARGE FERRY FOLLOWED BY -A LARGE F

~ PLOUGH THROUGH HERE FROM THE N AT TD

BEFORE EXiTING FROM THE LAGQON

ANCHOR FURTHER H IN LAGOON
AND COME DOWN BY DINGHY

Y .
i/ W
N SN

~ L Wy

B

oW o
.i

by

N
FEWATCHED A 5

M6 BOAT 4 |}
SPEED. 4™
o T




Google garth
HURAA CUT .
P.A.04 ZU.ZOII_ 073 35.80E
MARKED AND LIGHTED

: Google earth
4 e 5 ﬁ.’?'
FIND A SPOT i

AROUND 04 19.5N
073 35.6E

il T o1 YT
Y ke X

b 43
e R e
o5 "~




04 19.2N
073 35.1E

kang-off im NEly
bat walch the carrent

109

Google earth

[:

2 -dil!-j ride may
be best

SAID TO BE
G0O0D
SNORKELLING
AND DIVIRG

A

CJ

WORK YOUR
WAY IN
AGAINST THE
CURRENT.

best to
come in
the

dinghy!

HANG-OFF IN NEly : "
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Google earth
CUT +3MTRS

HIMMAFUSHI
04 18.4N 073 33.7E

NICE SPOT

{_;L}L'IS e aarth 4

HIMMAFUSHI CUT

DEEP, WIDE “D_.HHIED
04 18.67M 073 33.94E

4
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e Google santie 'SOWTH END OF THE -
DEEP CUT +3mirs AFUSHI LAGOON

marked & lighted L ol M@;

BOAT ETIMES
:RE ON ROUTE

snorkellers

LANKANFUSHI l:l.if-;.g_ E?ﬁ%ﬁ‘m.m
LIGHTED P.A..04°17:9N 07333.3E"" [ s

L}

! p i

i iJig e
)
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L *‘1* R HIE..I’:HDIRI

24113 JRAMAI LSHI
I‘-’Iﬁ;th-ui

7 {.,ﬂﬁ.ﬂ;_al :

i "i""*' LHUFLISHI

- 'ilwa

GOING SOUTH FROM LANKANFUSHI THERE ARE A COUPLE OF
HANG-OFF ANCHORAGES ALONG THE REEF AND A FEW SPOTS
OFFSHORE, ALL WELL USED BY DAY TRIPPERS WHO ARE
CAMPED IN THE CHEAPER HOTELS AND GUEST HOUSES ON
HULHUMALE. SOME YACHTS HAVE ANCHORED IN THE LAGOON
AT FURANAFUSHI WHERE THEY HAVE USED THE RESORT.
THERE ARE SOME MOORINGS THAT HAVE BEEN OFFERED. (THIS
POLICY MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE).

MOST YACHTS PREFER TO GET INTO AND OUT OF HULHUMALE
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE....WHILST A VISIT TO “THE BIG CITY”
IS A MUST...IT IS A REAL EYE OPENER WITH LOTS TO SEE/ DO/
BUY....FOR MOST OF US THE REAL MALDIVES IS OUT IN THE
BEAUTIFUL CLEAR WATERS OF THE ISLANDS AND THAT’S
WHERE WE PREFER TO BE.
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FURANAFUSHI

Iy
sest au




“HUI.HUHAI.-E x4 ;
LOOKING SOI.ITH DIESEL/ SERVICE'

STl.'I'IﬂH

MAIN CUT &

"

“FERRY 'I'-I‘.'.l HALE

T - - L SHALLOW
"~ DINGHY LAMDING — — AREA

MR JOHN...THE BLUE DOT

. SHALLOW..WEED }\7 MEly breeze
OVER REEF.. ' g




HULHUMALE..NORTH UP

MR JOHN'S NEly anchorage...
mice breeze, secure, away
from ferries etc. handy to
dinghy dock

DARK 5TUFF

shallow spot

" DINGHY DK

& story new ho
building '
all this was dredged out
to make the island..not
much sand left for the
anchor to bight !!




MORTH UP.AGAIN.... *

THE'SERVICE STH. ‘AT SOUTH.E
WHULHUMALE.... IF.YOU OM

THIS COULD BE THE\BEST BEWRIF
| SMALL DINGHY DOCK AND vt{u ul

ARLY FROM THE WATER.

T

YOU MAY GET A BETTER-DEAL .

OFF THE msls FON;ARGE %

FUL

)
.rg\"

Hulhumale

It was only a short walk for us to the shops from our very handy dinghy
dock. I was able to paddle in and never needed the motor, which was a
good safety feature ...I liked Hulhumale as it was wide open, tree lined
streets,, parks and interesting buildings...The were plenty enough local
shops to get everything including electrical and hardware. True, if you
need “tourist food” you need to go to the Fantasy Supermarket in Male.
Also for major chandlery items... they have it all in Male!

If I’d known that the service station was just at the south end of the island |
would have rowed down there (or put the outboard on). As it was, | took a
taxi from the dinghy dock; it was cheap enough. There were a few
mechanical workshops down near the service station so you could get most
things repaired.

The hospital is also on this island and medical centre if needed.
The ferry to Male was about US$ 0.50 each way (15min) and they run
every 15min...great service!
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A VISIT TO MALE

RULE 1: Do not take your dinghy, you don’t need it, they don’t want it,
it’s cheaper by ferry and the waters round Mali are ROUGH with current
rushing through and the wakes of many fast launches zipping about all
over.... In fact, I would consider it dangerous to take your dinghy across!

You can walk just about everywhere in Male but if you don’t fancy the
walk, they have excellent public transport and ample Taxis.

You do need your wits about you... the streets are very narrow,
pavement is limited and motor scooters are all over the place.. Everyone
seems to be in a rush to go somewhere, however there are quite a number
of Parks, Squares and secluded spots where you can step ‘out of it’ for a
while and find peace. There are also plenty of Café’s with private
gardens where you can relax with good coffee and nice cakes...All the
treats for depraved yachties!!!

The Post Office was a couple of hundred yards west of the ferry dock
and there was an ACE Hardware a couple of hundred yards south.

We needed two visits to see most of what was available... There was,
I’m sure, plenty that we missed.

There is much more chandlery stuff here than in Sri Lanka, just about
everything is available.. I could even have picked a new SS prop shaft
off the shelf...you name it, it’s here but you may need your agent or a
local to find it for you.

I won’t go into all the attractions, please read Lonely Planet, our Blog
and other yachts Blogs...it’s all there.

WATCH OUT... for Friday closing, Saturday half day for Official
Offices, 12-1400 lunch break..
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IF YOU WANT TO HAVE A BREAK FROM THE HECTIC LIFE OF
HULHUMALE , YOU ONLY HAVE TO MOTOR A FEW HUNDRED
YARDS NORTH TO THE TOP END OF THE LAGOON AND ANCHOR
IN ISFT OF CLEAR WATER; WHERE YOU CAN SWIM AND
SNORKEL OVER CLEAR SAND WITH STINGRAYS AND PLENTY
OF FISH.... GET ADVENTURESOME AND TAKE YOUR DINGY
JUST OUTSIDE THE NORTHERN PASS (1.60MTR@LW) TO THE
SMALL REEF THAT IS JUST A SHORT DISTANCE TO THE NW.

CLUB FARU
formerly

CLUB MED
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IN THE SOUTH OF NORTH MALE ATOLL... THERE ARE PLENTY
OF PLACES TO GO FOR BOTH DIVING AND SNORKELLING;
MOST OF THEM CAN BE DONE AS A ‘DAY TRIP’... IF YOU
WANT TO GET AWAY FOR A FEW DAYS YET REMAIN INSIDE
THIS ATOLL THE FOLLOWING LOOKED MOST INTERESTING

Geggle earth

i : P"DIIT *DI.ISTI“ AMD SERVIKE ISLHIE

i Falhu :‘

THIS |5 SMOKE

AND A BAD SMELL
GOING SW IN-NEIy """ °
WiNDS




e earth

04 14.3N 073 28.6E

Google earth Google earth
04 14.13N 073 28.76E
04 14.15N 073 29.17E

i

Anchoring depths..401
decreasing towards reef edge !

anchorage can be

found between
bommies in 18 - 40ft |
Best in settled NEly

good diving and
snorkelling

F'm sure you cam get
Bt draft over the
reed bere ~.. shallow draft approach

Google sarth

04 13.95N 073 28.54E

it may be possible to get a
shallow draft boat into the inmer
lagoon...that would be mice!!

4 DigiialGlobe
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04 17.3N 073 24.4E

| world go this way
and try to get the san
under my bkeel as soom
as possible... work
arcund the
shallows....

G0 WITH CARE...
B0 REAL HARD INFO!!

Google earth

04 17.25N 073 24.68E
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OK THAT’S IT.... WE GOT TO MALE AND WE HAVE COVERED
ABOUT 5% OF THE POSSIBLE ANCHORAGES....

I SHALL BE PUTTING TOGETHER THE SECTION FROM MALE TO
ADDU AS WE CROSS THE INDIAN OCEAN....COMING SHORTLY?

WHEN I WAS IN MALE, I MET A COUPLE OF CHARTER BOAT
CREW... THEY SAID THAT THEY THOUGHT THE BEST
ANCHORAGES WERE ALL SOUTH OF MALE...I’'M NOT SO SURE.

THERE IS A DANGER OF DOING TOO MUCH HERE... I THINK
THAT IF YOU FIND SOMEWHERE YOU REALLY LIKE, YOU
SHOULD STICK THERE UNTIL IT WEARS OUT. IF YOU TRY TO
HIT TOO MANY SPOTS, YOU’LL JUST GET WORN OUT!

FOR SURE, THERE ARE ENOUGH PLACES WITHIN 30 MILES OF
MALE TO KEEP YOU OCCUPIED FOR SIX MONTHS....

JUST BE CAREFUL WITH THE WEATHER, YOU CAN GET A
THIRTY KNOT BLAST AT ANY TIME FROM ANY DIRECTION AND
WITH LITTLE OR NO WARNING. WHILST THE DAYS SEEM TO BE
AN ENDLESS STREAM OF LIGHT AIR AND BLUE SKY, DO NOT BE
TAKEN IN; EVEN PARADISE GETS CRUD WEATHER!

THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF BOAT OUT HERE, THOSE THAT GO
SHALLOW AND THOSE THAT GO DEEP; MOST TIMES THEY
CANNOT INTERCHANGE....WHERE THE WATER IS DEEP, I CAN’T
ANCHOR (OR AT LEAST, I DON’T WANT TO!)...WHERE YOU HAVE
TO WORK YOUR WAY THROUGH BOMMIES TO A SIX FOOT,
SANDY PATCH THE BIG BOATS CAN’T USUALLY FOLLOW.
FORTUNATELY THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE; YOU
JUST HAVE TO LOOK AROUND A BIT.

FOR THOSE LIKE ME, WITH NO WINDLASS AND NO GREAT
DESIRE TO DROP IN MORE THAN TWENTY FEET OF WATER THE
MYTH ABOUT “ALL DEEP WATER ANCHORAGES” IN THE
MALDIVES IS JUST THAT....A MYTH!

THIS IS WORK IN PROGRESS, PLEASE GO WHERE I DID NOT GO
AND WRITE ME ABOUT IT...YOU WON’T GET MONEY BUT IT’S
GOOD FOR THE SOUL!
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IMAGES OF THE MALDIVES

ik, AN.CME.T W,
a'vogigar




127




128

MR JOHN VI OFF HULHUMALE - N END..... MARCH 2014

THE BEAUTY OF THE MALDIVES FOUND BOTH
BENEATH THE WATER AND
IN THE WARMTH AND GENEROSITY OF ITS PEOPLE

THIS PUBLICATION IS FOR FREE..... IT HAS BEEN PUT
TOGETHER FROM INFORMATION GATHERED FROM THOSE
THAT WENT BEFORE (THANK YOU ALL).

IT IS NOT FREE FROM ERRORS.... BUT THEY ARE ALL MINE!

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CORRECT OR ADD TO THIS DATA.

GO CAREFULLY, KEEP THE SUN OVER YOUR SHOULDER AND
NEVER TRUST ANY OF THESE FREE PILOT BOOKS!

ENJOY THE MALDIVES....

JOHN WOLSTENHOLME
BRITISH YACHT “MR JOHN VI”

yachtmrjohn@gmail.com
The Blog and other free info : yachtmrjohn.blogspot.com

Special Thanks to my wife Paula for Tech Support and
encouragement.....




