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Introduction 

Å20 years ago - 1996  

ï1981 CSY 44 WT my first BW cruiser 

ïneeded work, but retired w/ time 

Å3 years ago - 2013 

ï40 K nm, sailed around Carib and across Pacific 

ïI wanted less maintenance & motion & more room 

ïSherry wanted comfortable computer/office space & 

more speed 

ïwe started looking at cats as possible  future boat 
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Introduction 

ÅProblems ï 

ïfind suitable boat at reasonable price in 3rd world 

ïget both boats together to transfer our stuff 

ïsell CSY at reasonable price  

Å6 months ago ï Jun 2015  

ïSF 44 came on market in W Malaysia 

ïwent to see it, then bought it 

ï2000 nm shakedown trip to PI through terrorist box 
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Outline 

ÅBlue Water Cruising Boat Features 

ÅMonohulls vs Catamarans 

ÅCatamaran History 

ÅSome Things We Learned 

ÅExplaining  Important Cat Characteristics 

ÅEvaluating Common Cat Features 

ÅReferences & Cautions 

ÅEnd  
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Our Desirable Blue Water 

Cruising Boat Features 
ÅSuitable for long distance voyaging 

ÅComfortable for extended living aboard 

ÅSubstantial load carrying capacity 

ÅSafe at sea or at anchor in a storm 

ÅSubstantial fuel & water capacity 

ÅStrong quality build 

ÅReasonable draft < 6ô 

ÅReasonable Mom/Pop size - 40-47ô 

ÅAffordable cost 
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Monohulls vs Catamarans 
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Monohulls vs Catamarans 

Å2000 nm Shakedown Observations 

ÅInternet List of Advantages and Drawbacks 

ÅSafety 

ÅSpeed 

ÅVolume & Windage 

ÅPrice 

ÅComfort 

ÅDraft 

ÅAppearance 
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Cat During 2000 nm Shakedown 
Å38 years w/ monohull, 2 years with multihull   

ÅSafer at sea ï crash blkheads, boat wonôt sink 

ÅMotoring ï better speed & fuel economy 

ÅEasier downwind sailing ï no pole or rolling 

ÅSailing ï better speed & little heel 
Ånormal meals on table, things stay put on counters, 

minimal stow for sea 

ÅAutopilot - much better function, less amps 

ÅDinghy storage - convenient on davits 

ÅWide decks - safer reefing and sail handling 

ÅAble to read and use computer underway 
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-Age dependent 

-Location 

dependent 
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Wide decks, 

sailing flat, off 

wind w/ no pole! 
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Safety 
ÅCats capsize about as often as monohulls sink but 

for different reasons: 
ïMonos- rolled by big waves, hit something, grounding 

ïCats- overpowered racing or by inattentive crew, flying in 
winds > 100 kts 

ÅBoth types reasonably safe if good design and 
handled by prudent experienced crew  

ÅMany modern cats wonôt sink regardless of damage 
due to thick foam cored hull, waterproof crash 
compartments, no lead keel 

ÅCats better stability at anchor or on sea anchor 
due to wide bridle attachment 

ÅCat owner mantra - Is it better to be upside down on 
the surface or right side up on the bottom? 

13 



Stability and Righting Arm 

Heeling 

causes 

monos to 

spill wind 

Wind gets 

under bridge 

deck as cats 

heel past 10 d 

Righting arm huge 

to 10 d, then drops 

to 0 at 90 d 

Righting arm 

gradually get 

larger to 70 

d, 0 at 140 d 

Cats stable 

upside down, 

monos not  
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Speed 
ÅOn average modern cats give 20% faster long 

passage speeds  

ÅUp wind speeds and tacking angle comparable to 

good cruising monohull 

ÅUp to 40% faster on beam reach & down wind due 

in part to better, smaller apparent wind angles 

ÅSF 44- 

ïSailing: 6-9 kts w/ 12-18 kts of wind 

ïMotoring:  

ï~5.5 kts @ 2K RPM one engine @1.5 lph  

ï~7+ kts @ 2K RPM two engines @ 3.0 lph  

ï~8 kts @ 2.8K RPM two engines @ 5 lph 
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Potential Speed 

Comparison:              

~15 kts red & black 

~20 kts yellow & green 
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Typical cat downwind 
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