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Why Melanesia?

* Indonesia
— Past cruising history
— Best SCUBA diving in Pacific
— World War Il History

« Solomon Islands (SI)
— Spectacular World War |l History
— Good SCUBA Diving
— Exotic Culture- islands, highlands, rivers, tourism
— Scattered boat accessible islands

 Papua New Guinea (PNG)

— Spectacular World War Il History
— Better SCUBA Diving
— Exotic Culture- islands, minimal tourism



Wwhy are we WWII Enthusiasts?

My Dad — Top Navy Ace of WWII
Flew Hellcats in the Western Pacific
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World War Il Pacific Theater 1941-45

(Fleet tracks- blue Major assaults- )

s .,“m "*“' | the Battles of the Philippine Sea (June 1044) and Layte Gulf -
y.: /muus‘m Y. (O \'g I(Octnbm 1944). MacArthur's and Nimitz's campaigns merged into
\ : Halsey - Doolittle L ane for the Invesion of thePhilippines. Afterwards the Cantral
CHINA Marking ‘\ w ' SHKOKU | Pacific campaign continued with the invasions of Iwo Jima and
ey ' e ® B-25Tokyo Raid | Okinaws.
o e B A Apr 42 :
WgErag - 4 . ERST J
’ ) .” Mpunssy paesatir (Daly 12 6
l)l'nnwu'.' "“6 SONKN SLANDS 'I !lh!ny. 142
m VOLEAND SLANSE :
wmw PACIFIC ‘OCEAN . wm
........ x 12 #2. oo
! R
) 6 " Pasrl Harbar 1941
PHLPRINE SEA MARIANA ISLANDS Viake Soband. \
: Philippina See, 1944 R s Y0t \ Johnston
Betpen, 1044 \
| Tindan, 1044 .
Guam, 1944 \
WL ANCE (Sprizg: famamer 16447 ey y .
Ruiwetak, 144 MARSHALL ISLANDS y
CAROLINE ISLANDS 1 : .
| bl ot . PacFIt-Nimitz
TRUK SANDS
SPRLIANCE Vi 190 5th Flt-Spruance
0 by b 12 Vo '
‘ K T e o 3'd Flt-Halsey
-~ s f Muvedos * A | Tanmwn. 1943 [
- ASlngapors, 1043~ " :’ — '1ng'lm : S  GAEERTISLANDS |
4 = DUTCH | &/ . = = e i ADMIRALTY BANDE T T : "
v R | BORNEO - /| e NN Xu\w:_a‘uv ‘ '
Wit . L . e, Bk, 19 (e \ NEW IRELAND |

HALSEY (Undor MosARTYWUR) { Pall 1542- Spiring 1144)

) Mlll INJ
! \ llm‘m 0, 1943

mmmﬁ&" oy
\L-

A =" “PacSW-MacArthur

\ k:ﬂammém. 13

TR 7 NS 2 | ;E'U@Blwml. 1431943 7t Flt-Ghorm |ey’
',:_ A " | | : . :\ GHORMELY{Summur 1942) Hal S ey’ KI n kal d

8 ! CONAL FEA
) ‘ g | = W“
4 ol | ! P —— Y L I Ty ]




SOVIET UNION
Nlestion shends
7 DECEMBER 1941 — 4 JUNE 1942

AXIS-CONFROLLED TERRITORY
MLUIED-CONTROLLED TERRITORY

NEUTRAL, TERRAORY
F MUOTALIED VKTORY

NS CRRER RAID
£ LD CARRIER RAID
‘i —— I

.“ el 0 a0 200 Wi
) ""m
- ? - m”

IRkt 1542

BONIN ISLANDS

fwo Jios

Nidwuy bskond
4 haw 1547

Wieka Isdand
vy 1947

Eamrok MARSHALL ISLAKDS

s Moeur

ISLANDS Kvuprlon
i ok Maorshal Isheds
1 Fabery 1947

(orol Sea
-8 Moy 194 NEW HEBRIDES *

NEW CALEDONIA ™



THE PACIFIC S
AND ADJACENT THEATERS |4, UNION OF SOVIET 7/
1942 SOCIALIST REPUBLICS |
Japanese Limit of Advance j “\
0 1600 , ; X
2 Miles at the Equator g o’ 7‘/ -l
USSR~ = oy 0 ~ — /
. “~.. MONGOLIA /,’\'_l MANCHURIA
\

SEA
05
: ‘SLAN
JAN
NORTH PACIFIC AREA

- . 3 '] 3 - B - | > :
& = GENTRAL PACIFIC AREA x i~
o
sl < Z
————— - =
e -y _  PACIFIC
s TIBET Y ™
T A *
NEPAL e 2 Battle of Midway
8 -
- Tl OCEAN Pl i
oo i ISLANDS —
INDIA ISLANDS
. g _—
20 MARIANA Paarl Harbor Strike 20°
ISLANDS
MARSHALL Adm Nimitz
ISLANDS
Truk
PALAY
ISLANDS CAROLINE
ISUANDS
CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

INDIAN

“INDIES

NETHERLANDS
OCEAN '

British

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Vadm
Ghormley

SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMAND Gen MacArthur 7 Faxa e o e
6\
<&
-20° AUSTRALIA Y PR TONGA ISLANOS 20
CALEDONIA
80° 100° 120° 140° 160° 180° 160°




Major Jap Bases PNG & Solomons
Start of WWII
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WW Il Allied Movement up PNG
& Solomons 1942-1944
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Allied Landings in New Georgia June
& July 1943
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Meeting our buddy boats
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3 A Quick Stop In Wayaq
7 PPN On W’éwa down

— Jan 2019
Nov 2019

& More rudder repair
On the way back
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Consolidated PBY5A Catalina
Maritime Patrol Amphibian Bomber




Consolidated PBY-5 Catalina Flying Boat






















Ninigos

S AA
l"::_'
’ ‘

3
=
-
o
5
‘

New
Hanover :
Kavieng

-

= ot O L S E, i . ; L
\PAPUA NEW‘ LN * Kimbe A

GUINEA 'w,,:
_ ;

Y
tay ~

\\.?\ort Moresby

B Rl il ¢

~ ." _‘A.:;‘ f;__.h p

Louisiades

. 5



Cebu Gty
L]

Philippines

Davao City
.

4 days, 3 nights
Biak to Ninigos Islands

Ninigos

\ Papua
L= New Guinea
T —

PAPUA NEW

< GUINEA \\
Dili SOLOMON

L J
dm\:,on ALESTE Port Moresby NGLanps
o

“Homara

— Jan-June

JUly-NOV Vanuatu —>

™~




Ninigos O )
Islands  J*

‘\ﬂ ’ i »
’ .
U b o Hermit

Islands

b
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SECRET | APPENDIX X

ANNEX "B" TO TASK FORCE SEVENTY-SEVEN OPIRATION PLAN No, 6-4L

ROUTZ

ABLE - SEEADLER to HOLLANDIA N. of NINIGOS (GUN~HOE-PET-KID).
SEEADIER to KID - 430 mi.

CRETIN to HOLLANDIA ( or AITAPE) - coast route N, of LONG

(AKLJ- BOX-COW-NUT-IAN-(UOW)-KID)

=
ETJ?
=
i

.A.,.

SEFADLER to HOLLANDIA S, of NINIGO Gp (GUN-KID)

SEEA.DLJ( to KID = 40O mi,

HOLLANDIA to quJ)E - 127 mi. (LID CU'B ELK-ICE)

EASY -

FOX - TANAHMERAH BAY to WAKDL (JUG-IVY-JAW) obsolete.

GEORGE - HOLLANDIA to BOSNIK = 308 mi. (KID=CUB=-DEW-ERG=FOG-GIM)
GEORGE - WAKDE to BOSNIK = 199 mi (ICQ-KI]Y-DEW- TRG=-GIEM)

GEORGE-HOW - HOLLANDIA to BOSNIK - 304 mi (KID KEY-LAP-ORB=GEM)
HOW - WAKDE to BOSNIK = 196 mi (ICE-KEY-LAP-ORB-GEM)
GEORGE-ITEM ~HOLLANDIA - KAMIRI =A1lmi(KID=DEW=ERG=-MOB=NIB=QUE)
GEORGE=-ITZN - WAKDE -~ KAMIRI = 303 ni (ICE-KEY-ERG=1/0B=NIB=QUE)
GEORGE=HOW-ITHM = HOLLAINDIA = KAMIRI= 400 mi(KID=KEY=~LAP=NIB=QUZ)
HOW=ITE). - VAKDE = KAMIRI = 292 mni (ICE-KEY=LAP-IIIB=QUE)

CTF 76 secret serial 00526 of 15 liay 1944 describes the tie-in
of MADANG and SAIDOR with Route BAKER. Briefly:

CRETIN to SAIDOR = 135 mi, (AXZ-BIT-CAB-FLE).
CRETIN to MADANG - 115 mi., (AXE-BIT-EEL),
SAIDOR to HOLLANDIA - z,,6o i, (1?_’L-1LJ11-ImT-;A1T-hID)
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Nakajima B5N Kate
Torpedo Bomber

BS5N1 (KATE) MODEL 1

j e —a
< B — |

Nakajima B5N1/2 TYPE 97 CARRIER ATTACK BOMBER (KATE) MODEL 1/3 COMBO =115

3 crew, 235 mph, 27k, 1240 mi, 1x7.7
gun, torpedo/bombs



Nakajima Type 97 Carrier Attack Bomber
B5N Kate
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North American B-25 Mitchell Bomber

5 crew, 2x1700hp,
275mph, 1300mi,
24K’, 1x75mm,
16x50cal, bombs,
rockets, 9800 ea

Apr 1942 Doolittle raid on
Japan from USS Hornet
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% Rabaul, New Britain, PNG
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RABAUL :
Excellent Harbor In |
Ancient Volcanic Caldera
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Rabaul Yacht Club

(note volcanic ash in foreground)
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EAST NEW BR I'TAIN
HISTORICAIL. &
CULTURAIL CENTRE
HKOKOPO MUSEUM
P0.Box 1879, Rabaul, East New Britain Province, Papua New Guinea
Tel: (675) 982 8453 Fax: (675) 982 8439

9 AM TO 5 PM

OPEN ALL WEEK ]

ADIVIISS SO

PROMOTED BY:

MY S - s | NEW BRITAIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

CHIL DR Ers e, INSTITUTION OF THE
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Shortlands Nila Harbor Seaplane Base



Shortlands, Solomon Islands
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Image © 2019 Maxar Technologies
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=~ Shortlands,. Solomon Islands
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1942

Nila
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Aichi E13A Jake Reconnaissance
Seaplane

u .
3 crew, 1100hp, 234mph,

29k’, 1300 mi, 1x20mm &
1x7.7mm guns, bombs,
depth charges, 1418 ea
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Kawanishi H6K Mavis Large Flying
Boat

Type 97, 9 crew,
4x 1000 hp, 211
mph, 31.5k, 4110

mi, 4x7.7,
1x20mm, 2

s, 1000
kg bombs, 131°
wingspan
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Mitsubishi G4M Betty Bomber
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i Stirling Airfield, Solomon Islands
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North American B-25 Mitchell Bomber

5 crew, 2x1700hp,
275mph, 1300mi,
24K’, 1x75mm,

16x50cal, bombs,

rockets, 9800 ea
I

1942 Doolittle raid on
Japan from USS Hornet













)
RS







P-38 Lockheed Lightning
Fighter Bomber

b . One pilot, two 1475 hp,
414 mph, 44K, 450 nm,
one 20mm, 4 50cal, two

‘ & 1600lb bombs, 9400
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Grumman TBF/M Avenger Torpedo
Bomber

3 crew, 1700hp, 270mph, 22k’, 1200mi,
3x50 cal, internal torp, bombs, 9839ea













































. Arawa
o Solomon
s - Islands

- e, 07°00’s to 09°30°’s
<(OShortlands -~
i _
Stirling iy
Vella Kolombangara e
Lavella New
Georgia T d
A Viru s Wy ~
T ~_ % Morovo “'«:3
Rendova .~ Lagoon SOLOMON = ;|
Se 4 ISLANDS Roderick .
Tetepare

< Bay P
“OTuIaghi !

""6.0‘"”&
- Where we saw At
WWII Relics Guadalcanal '

Russells



Vella Lavella,
Solomons




























Douglas Navy RFD Skytrain (DC-3
Mod) Troop & Cargo Transport

4 crew, 28 troops,
2x1200hp, 224mph,
1600mi, 26.4k’, 10,174 ea,
many variants
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Allied Landings in New Georgia June- July1943

LANDINGS IN NEW GEORGIA
21 June =8 July 1943
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e endova Island, Solomon Islands



https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_rendova.html
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= ~Seghe (Segi) New Georgia, Solomons



https://pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_segi.html
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Charting Challenges
« Where are the depth soundings?
 Where are the markers?




Satellite Charting
Opens New Worlds
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https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_tulagi.html

Florida Islands, Solomon Islands
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Kimbe & North New Britain PNG



=% Kimbe, New Britain, PNG
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https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/png_kimbe.html
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Anchored In a caldera
Garove Island



Manokwarl Indonesia



mmm Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia



https://pacificwrecks.com/provinces/irian_manokwari.html
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Soggy Paws

anchored in Wayag, ',
Indonesia

On the final leg home




Cruising in Melanesia
Exploring South Pacific World War Il Relics

Sherry & Dave McCampbeII
s/v Soggy Paws 2019
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