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SE Asia Base: Oceanview Marina 
Samal Island, Mindanao, Philippines 



s/v Soggy Paws 
Florida to the Philippines 2007–2019 

• Sherry & Dave McCampbell  

s/v Soggy Paws 2019 



an 

4 

4 years cruising in SE Asia from the Philippines 

Raja 

Ampat 

Triton 

Bay 

Lembeh 

SF 44 

Indonesia Banda 



5 

2018 Cruise Route 

Davao 

Puerto Galera 

Busuanga 

Coron 

Palawan 

Bonbonon 

Surigao Strait 

Mindanao 

2,000 NM  6 Months 

No overnights 



2019 

7,000 nm, 11 mos 

25 nights underway 

Phil, Indo, PNG, Solomons 



Why Melanesia? 

• Indonesia 

– Past cruising history 

– Best SCUBA diving in Pacific 

– World War II History 

• Solomon Islands (SI) 

– Spectacular World War II History 

– Good SCUBA Diving 

– Exotic Culture- islands, highlands, rivers, tourism 

– Scattered boat accessible islands 

• Papua New Guinea (PNG) 

– Spectacular World War II History 

– Better SCUBA Diving 

– Exotic Culture- islands, minimal tourism 

 
 



Why are we WWII Enthusiasts? 

Hellcat Minsi III 

Landing on USS 

Essex CV-9 1944 

My Dad – Top Navy Ace of WWII 

Flew Hellcats in the Western Pacific 

 



A6M Zero 

engine 

Sherry sez: Where are we 

and what the heck is this? 



World War II Pacific Theater 1941-45      

(Fleet tracks- blue  Major assaults- yellow) 

PacFlt-Nimitz 

5th Flt-Spruance 

3rd Flt-Halsey 

PacSW-MacArthur 

7th Flt-Ghormley, 

Halsey, Kinkaid 

45 

6 

10 

1 

9 

12 

6 

Halsey - Doolittle 

B-25 Tokyo  Raid 

Apr 42 

12 

5 





Adm Nimitz 

Gen MacArthur 

Vadm 

Ghormley British 



Major Jap Bases PNG & Solomons 

Start of WWII 
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WW II Allied Movement up PNG  

& Solomons 1942-1944 



Major Sea Battles PNG & 

Solomons 1942-43 



Allied Landings in New Georgia June 

& July 1943  



Step 1:   

Meeting our buddy boats 

in Raja Ampat 
3 overnights, 550 Miles in 12 Days 

Morotai 

Halmahera 

Wayag 

Raja Ampat 

Wind 

Dec-Mar 



A Quick Stop in Wayag 

On the way down 

& More rudder repairs 

On the way back 

Jan 2019 

Nov 2019 



Biak 

Indonesia 

(Check-out Port) 



Biak Indonesia 
Winds in 

January 

Winds in 

October 

Biak 
  Customs 

  Groceries 

  Fuel 

  Diving 

  WWII 



Biak, WW2 

https://pacificwrecks.com/provinces/irian_biak_bosnik.html


Biak, Indonesia 



Consolidated PBY5A Catalina 

Maritime Patrol Amphibian Bomber 

 

7 crew, 2x1200hp, 

175mph, 3050mi, 18k’, 

2x50cal, 3x30cal, bombs, 

dpth chgs, 3300 ea 



Consolidated PBY-5 Catalina Flying Boat 



Biak, PNG 













Ninigos 

New  

Hanover 
Kavieng 

Rabaul 

Kimbe 

Garove 

Manus 

Bougainville 

Louisiades 



Philippines 

Papua 

New Guinea 

Jan-June 

July-Nov Vanuatu 

4 days, 3 nights  

Biak to Ninigos Islands 

Ninigos 



Ninigos 

Islands 

Hermit 

Islands 

Our First Stop In Papua New Guinea 
After 4 day Passage from Biak 



Ninigos Islands, PNG 



The Whole Village Singing a Welcome 
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MANUS 

Papua New Guinea 



Manus PNG 



Lombrum 

Anchorage 



Manus, WW2 

Lombrum 

Anchorage 



New Hanover 
Kavieng 

Jap Mini-Sub 

New Ireland WW2 

Airplanes 

WW2 

Airplanes 

River Trip 



NE New Hanover, 

PNG 







Nakajima B5N Kate 

Torpedo Bomber 
 

3 crew, 235 mph, 27k, 1240 mi, 1x7.7 

gun, torpedo/bombs  
 



Nakajima Type 97 Carrier Attack Bomber 

B5N Kate 









New Hanover 

Jap Mini-Sub 

New Ireland WW2 

Airplanes 

WW2 

Airplanes 

River Trip 

KAVIENG 

New Ireland, PNG 



Kavieng, New Ireland, PNG 



Kavieng, 

New Ireland, 

PNG 













North American B-25 Mitchell Bomber 

Apr 1942 Doolittle raid on 

Japan from USS Hornet 

5 crew, 2x1700hp, 

275mph, 1300mi, 

24k’, 1x75mm, 

16x50cal, bombs, 

rockets, 9800 ea 









Allied Advance Thru Solomons 



Rabaul, New Britain, PNG 



Ninigos 

New  

Hanover 
Kavieng 

Rabaul 

Kimbe 

Garove 

Manus 

Bougainville 

RABAUL 

New Britain, PNG 

Feb/Mar 

Aug/Sep 



Volcano 

Volcano 

Volcano 

Volcano 

RABAUL 

Excellent Harbor in  

Ancient Volcanic Caldera 

Major eruptions 

1937, 1994 

Volcanos 



Rabaul, 

New Britain, 

PNG 



Rabaul Yacht Club 
(note volcanic ash in foreground) 





































Japanese Barge 

Tunnels 









ENGLISH HARBOR 

New Ireland, PNG 



English Harbor, New Ireland, PNG 
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Vella 

Lavella 

Solomon 

Islands 
07°00’s to 09°30’s  

Kolombangara 

New 

Georgia 

Rendova 

Tetepare 

Marovo 

Lagoon 

Viru 

Russells 

Guadalcanal 

Gizo 

Shortlands 

Stirling 

Mar-June 

July-Aug 

Seghe Roderick 

Bay 

Tulaghii 



ENGLISH HARBOR 

New Ireland, PNG 
English 

Harbor 
Buka 

Torokina 

Bougainville 

Shortlands/ 

Treasuries 
Vella Lavella 



Overnight in  

Ramun Bay, Buka 



Torokina, Bougainville, PNG 



Torokina 

Bougainville, 

PNG 











ENGLISH HARBOR 

New Ireland, PNG 
English 

Harbor 
Buka 

Torokina 

Bougainville 

Shortlands/ 

Treasuries 
Vella Lavella 



Shortlands Nila Harbor Seaplane Base 



Shortlands, Solomon Islands 



Shortlands, Solomon Islands 

1942 



Shortlands 

Islands, 

Solomons 



Nila Ridge 

Trail 



























Kawanishi H6K Mavis Large Flying 

Boat 

Type 97, 9 crew, 

4x 1000 hp, 211 

mph, 31.5k, 4110 

mi, 4x7.7, 

1x20mm, 2 

torpedoes, 1000 

kg bombs, 131’ 

wingspan 

 



Mangled H6K Mavis 

in Shortland Harbor 

on Nila side 



Ballalae Chart/Map 













Mitsubishi G4M Betty Bomber 

7 crew, 265 mph, 29k, 

3750 mi, 1x20 mm & 4 

7.7 mm guns, bombs 

or torpedoes 





























Shortlands 

Treasuries 

Torokina 

Bouganville 
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Stirling Island 

- Airfield 

- PT Boat Base 

Mono 

Island 



Stirling Airfield, Solomon Islands 



Treasury Islands, 

Solomons 





















North American B-25 Mitchell Bomber 

1942 Doolittle raid on 

Japan from USS Hornet 

5 crew, 2x1700hp, 

275mph, 1300mi, 

24k’, 1x75mm, 

16x50cal, bombs, 

rockets, 9800 ea 













P-38 Lockheed Lightning 

Fighter Bomber 

One pilot, two 1475 hp, 

414 mph, 44K, 450 nm, 

one 20mm, 4 50cal, two 

1600lb bombs, 9400  







Grumman TBF/M Avenger Torpedo 

Bomber 

3 crew, 1700hp, 270mph, 22k’, 1200mi, 

3x50 cal, internal torp, bombs, 9839ea 





























Vella LaVella, Solomon Islands 
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Vella 

Lavella 
Kolombangara 

New 

Georgia 

Rendova 

Tetepare 

Morovo 

Lagoon 

Viru 

Seghe 

Russells 

Roderick 

Bay 

Guadalcanal 

Gizo 

Tulaghii 

Shortlands 

Stirling 

Where we saw 

WWII Relics 

Solomon 

Islands 
07°00’s to 09°30’s  



Vella Lavella, 

Solomons 





Susu the cat on 

watch at the helm 















Douglas Navy RFD Skytrain (DC-3 

Mod) Troop  & Cargo Transport 

4 crew, 28 troops, 

2x1200hp, 224mph, 

1600mi, 26.4k’, 10,174 ea, 

many variants 
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Vella 

Lavella 

Solomon 

Islands 
07°00’s to 09°30’s  

Kolombangara 

New 

Georgia 

Rendova 

Tetepare 

Marovo 

Lagoon 

Viru 

Russells 

Guadalcanal 

Gizo 

Shortlands 

Stirling 

Mar-June 

July-Aug 

Seghe Roderick 

Bay 

Tulaghii 



Allied Landings in New Georgia June- July1943 





Ghizo 

Solomons 































































































 Munda, New Geogia, Solomon Islands 





























































 Rendova Island, Solomon Islands 

https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_rendova.html


NE Rendova 

















































Tetepare 







Seghe (Segi) New Georgia, Solomons 

https://pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_segi.html




Charting Challenges 

• Where are the depth soundings? 

• Where are the markers? 



Satellite Charting 

Opens New Worlds 





































































Guadalcanal 

Invasion 7 Aug 42 



Tulaghi Island, Solomon Islands 

https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_tulagi.html


Florida Islands, Solomon Islands 

https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/solomons_florida_islands.html






Kimbe & North New Britain PNG 



Kimbe, New Britain, PNG 

https://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/png_kimbe.html






Anchored in a caldera 

Garove Island 



Manokwari Indonesia 



Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia 

https://pacificwrecks.com/provinces/irian_manokwari.html
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Soggy Paws 

anchored in Wayag, 

Indonesia 

On the final leg home 



The End 

Sherry & Dave McCampbell  

s/v Soggy Paws 2019 

Cruising in Melanesia 
Exploring South Pacific World War II Relics 



More Info / Adventures 

SVSoggypaws.com 

PacificWrecks.com 


